Exam Component

Part Four: Writing Narrative

and Descriptive Texts

Contents

1. Writing Narrative-ly

2. Writing Descriptively

3. Assignment 4

- Your purpose is to make your audience see what you saw, hear

what you heard, feel what you felt. Relevant detail, couched in concrete,

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
: colorful language, is the best way to recreate the incident as it happened I
| and to picture it for the audience. —Dale Carnegie :
I I
I I
I I
I I


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dalecarneg156630.html

1. Writing Narrative-ly

Part Four of this course still focuses on the composition in paper 3. Narrative and descriptiv
texts are not structured in exactly the same way as argumentative and discursive texts are
i's possible to say thatdl ybey |l areothet %D
incorrect to say that they have no structure at all, it is true that their structure is a variation g
argumentative/ discursive styles, and also that they allow slightly more variety. Because y
have already learnt thiext skeletons for reading, writing in general, and writing in an

argumentative/ discursive style, this Part will work from the basis of those text skeletons. W

will first consider narrative writing.

Narratives may also be referred to as storieswedernised culture, stories follow a set
pattern. This pattern is referred to as fhet, and it is correct to say that the formula for
narrative plots in westernised culture is conventionalis&hy writers and teachers imagine

the plotof a narrative tdook like the diagram belowThe height of any point on the

line represents the level of excitement in the story. The highest point of exciteme Plot: th
U ot: the

referred to as thelimax. The starting point is thstatus quo, whi ¢ h mq pattern of events
and situations in
an narrative of
the conflict stageand theresolution, can be thought of vehicles, transitions, betweq dramatic work, as
selected and
arranged both to
emphasise
relationship z

initial s t aant i€ qalled tHedoreclusem The two midpoints of the plot,

the beginning, climax and the end of the plot.

usually of cause

Story Line Climax and effect 7

1 between incidents
Plot B

and to elicit a

e T particular kind of

interest in the
/ reader of audience,
Conclusion such as surprise or
suspence.

Conflict

Status Quo

N\
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Following the plot, certain elements are usugdesent in narratives: the story normally
centres around one character as r@n character of the story; the main character, in
his/herstatusquo, is normally troubled by aopponentthat is either another character or an
unperceivable force; the chatar sets about trying to beat his/her oppormeat this results

in the conflict; the conflict leads to theclimax of the story; in our culture, the main

character normallyriumphs over his/her opponent, which results in tlesolution and

no. yred

finally, theconclusion of the story. The finguning of these various elements that play a part
in narrative is what gives rise to our varidilerary genres For example, when the main
character does not triumph over his opponent, we classify the storyaagedy. Examples

of famoustragediesar e Wi | | i a m M&heth&and Romeoand &uléets When the
main character comes into conflias a result of falling in loveye classify the story as a
romance When t he ncanflict plundes hingdhertintorsiiions that the reader finds
amusing, we classify the stoag acomedy Wi | | i am BlichAdeAbquteNathirepdds
A Mi dsummer e exanpléssof fanowsraamtic comedies

Now let us turn to text skeletons for narratives. Let us consfde questions that in the text
skeleton that will already have been answered once you have decided to write a narrative

composition in the examination:

1. Classifying the Text:
i. What is the genre of the text? Examination essay.
ii. What is the style of the text? Narrative.
iii. What is the purpose of the text? To entertain the reader by telling a story.
iv. What are the tone and register of the text?
v. Who is the intended audience of the text? The examiner.

vi. What are the topic and theme of the text?

Once again, the topic and theme of your narrative will depend on the examination question itself.

The tone and register of a narrative text depend on you, the writer. You may choose from a range
of tones and registers to create certain desirexttsffor the reader of the teMour choices are

very dependent on the topic and theme of your essay: if you are writing a suspense story, your
tone must convey tension and fear. If you are writing a tragedy, then your tone is likely to be more
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nostalgic.Next, let us consider the structure of your text. At this point, you should be awar
that the text skeleton will differ from that of argumentative and discursive styles of writing
because you are not constructing a logical argument, but telling an iemntgrtatory.
However, it is very important that you realise that the structure for writing argumentative
and discursive texts can be applied to narrative writing as well. All that is needed is a slig

fitransl ationo of t er ms:

2. Structure of the Text:
i. What should be the thesis statement of the text?
ii. What are the main points, the topic sentences, of the text?
iii. How should the main points be organised into a logical argument?

iv. Does the argument satisfy the thesis statement?

Where:

~t4 In his book How to Write Damn Good Fiction, Frey explains his concept of premise: premise is

a statement of what happens to charAAOA OO AO AGOI 6 1T &£# AAOQEIT 1
AAAOAOGEAOGEIT 1T &£ xEAO UI i ) O
about human nature and the human condition.
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Now you can see that the notion of a thesis statement is replaced by the notion of a premi
in a narrative style. The premise is really the themh@ttory, the point which you want to
convey through the medium of your story. In the examination, you will be helped along
greatly by the exam question: the question itself will not become your premise, it will
provide you with a topic upon which to forgour premise. Recall the difference between

the topic and the theme of a text. The exam question will provide you with the topic of you

InoJjred

narrative text. It is up to you to decide what it that you want to convey in writing the story.
This will be your thera and will also form your premise. Remember that the premise is like
the thesis statement of argumentative and discursive styles of writing: it is of critical
importance. The premise of your narrative story must form the centre, the turning point, of
your text. Every point in the text must relate back to the premise and every point of

advancement must work towards satisfying the premise.

Now, you may ask how you arrive at the various points of advancement of your\&toen.

writing about plays, Noél Greigt at es t hat ithe structure of a
essentially bound wup in the |ives and actions
diagram ofthe plot. The very first stage after the status quo is conflict. Conflict (inteonal

external to the character, either as a result of conflicting emotions or desires, or as a result of
situations outside the characterds control ) i
the state of the charastand causes him/ her to smit on a journey to resolve the conflict.
Eventually, the characteros struggle with his
finally resolves his/her conflict, the story may come to a conclusion.

At this point, it is critical that you corder questions 2. iii. and 2. iv. of the text skeleton for

narrative styles. As with argumentative and discursive styles, you must not include irrelevant
information into your story and all your information must be presented in a logical order. Always
ask yourself: does every point of advancement contribute towards satisfying the premise of my

story? Is the premise satisfied in a logical way, that makes sense?

Finally, let us discuss the language of the text. As with argumentative and discursive stges, the
are certain conventions for narrative writing when it comes to the language of the text. Consider
question 3. i. and 3. ii. Narratives are usually written"frp8rson, past tense. It is also common,
however, for narratives to be written in presenséear in ¥ person. When narratives are written

in a person and tense other than what is conventional, there is usually a stylistic Feason.

example;jn The Ti me Tr lay\Aadley NiféreggaMiime s an important theme that
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runs throughout th@ovel. The novel is written in*lperson, present tense because the

writer deems it is important for the reader to experience everything the character i
experiencingat the same time as the characterd also that the reader should be close to
the charater,in her head as it were. Writing narrative in the present tense allows the reader
to feel that s/he is experiencing events and actions along with #nactér, for the first
time. Writing narrative in the 3L person allows the reader to feel clogethe character, as
though the reader i s ¢his.Of ceurse thigis notrealty the case h
since the very same information can be conveyed in any tense and in any person: a rea
can be as muc hs Headshethehetext icwritten ia & peeson of 3. But

it is the effectthat is valuable in this instance and the effect is certainly felt by readers.
Sentence structure will depend entirely on the tone and the topic of the text, so will the diction and
the figures of speech. In narrative styles, the diction must be particularly expressive and

descriptive and figures of speech must be used creatively and appropriately.

3. Language of the Text:
i. In what tense will the text be written? Past/ Present.
ii. In what person will the text be written? 39PersonftPerson.

iii. What types of sentence structure will contribute best to the tone and register of the
text?

iv. What diction and figures of speech will be most effective in the text?

Text skeletons are
space of time, like in the
that are slightly different, exer
you are writing narrative and descri

1. Write down these three thi
2. Write a sentence that links a
same order . Ma k e
yesterday | picked a daffodil, but the cat
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4. Try different openin

AToday | wou
il donot under
AfiThe worl d woul

Take a look at the little stories y
even if it is small ?

(Adaptedfrom Greig, N. 2005. Playwritin

Exercise 4.2Conj

You are now going to practi
character is that s/he must beighens
the characters you create must have th
traits that seem contradictory.

For example, characteristics suchdadt and wise seem ¢
opposite. Imagine, however, that you know a p
habit of behavig in an idiotic manner, often causin
catch a joke and you are usually the one who must ex
having difficulties or are troubled and worried, you go ts fie
they always know what is the best thing to do.

Can you see how this combination is essentially what makes this character
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Exercise 4.2(Cont.)
Here are the guidelines for this assigent:

e Choose someone very different from yourself.

e Avoid basing the character on any real person.

e Foll ow the instructions below and dc
e You know nothing about this person.

InoJyred

Now, write down the following:

e Their gender.

e Their age.

e Theirethnicity.

e Their name.

e Three physical characteristics (of appearance, mannerism etc.).
e Where their money comes from (work or otherwise).

¢ What sort of accommodation they live in.

e Something they lack in life.

e Something they need right now.

e A secret they have

e A memory they have.

e Something they believe.

e Something they wish for.

e Where they are at this very moment.

e What they are doing at this very moment.

e What they are thinking or saying at this very moment.

e Three other things that you can assume about thiembefving written this list.

(Adaptedfrom Greig, N. 2005. Playwriting: A Practical Guide. Great Britain: Routledge. 66.)

It is importantto realise that characters, like real people, are deep and there is usually a story
behind every aspect of a character. If you would like to, you may return to your list from exercise
4.2. For every trait, starting from the fifth, ask yourself the questaw did this come to be 3o

With each answer, your character will develop a little further. Once you know your character, you
may keep him/her! In the examination, if you choose to write a composition in a narrative style,
you always have the option oécalling the character you have already created and placing him/ her
in the situation portrayed by the exam question.
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2. Writing Descriptively

Exercise 4.3.
Consider the text below. Written in a descriptive style, it is an excerpt from the beginn
the novelThe KiteRunnerby Khaled Hosseini.

. While you are reading, look for key words or expressions and write them down. F
time being, do not focus too much on the characters or the story, simply write do\
words and expressions that catch your eye. It doesmadter is certain words o
expressions occur more than oneeke sure you write them down each time.

When we were children, Hassan and | used to climb the poplar trees in the driveway
fatherds house and annoy tirdtoeheinfmmes With a shar
of mirror. We would siacrossfrom each other on a pair of high branches, our naked
dangling, our trouser pockets filled with dried mulberries and walnuts. We took turns
the mirror as we ate mulberries, pelted eaxther with them, giggling, laughing. | can st
see Hassan up on that tree, sunlight flickering through the leaves on his almost pe
round face, a face like a Chinese doll chiselled from hardwood: his flat, broad nos
slanting, narrow eyes likbamboo leaves, eydbat looked, depending on the light, gol
green, even sapphire. | can still see his tiny-k@v ears and that pointed stub of a chin
meaty appendage that looked like it was added as a mere afterthought. And the cleft
offmdl i ne, where the Chinese dol |l maker 0
simply grown tired and careless.

2. You will notice that certain words and expression seem to belong together;
contribute towards the same topic or theme in the Beawrite the words into groups ar

then label each group by deciding what overall topic or theme they belong to.

(Exercise adapted from Greig, BD05. Playwriting: A Practical Guide. Great Britain: Routledge.. 44.)

Descriptive writing is all aboutliction and figures of speech The writer strives not only to

portray as vivid an image as languaggn conjure up, but also create sensations in the reader

using as many senses as possibl e, i ncluding
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showingthe reader is more iportant than in any other style and the use vivid diction and
figures of spech is key to doing this.

O
Qo
-
=

In the text above, the tone is nostalgic: the writer is remembering something pleasant fro
his childhood. Note that the sentences are long and contain much descriptive deta
separated by many commas. The writer evokes thkeee 6 s sense of S
referring to the dried mulbeas and walnuts that the boys are eatingh e evokes t
sense of sight by referring to the spot of light reflected from the shard of mirror and also th
sunlight flickering throught® | eaves; he evokes the reade
to the giggling and laughing of the boys. After setting the scene, the writer begins to describe his
childhood friend, Hassan. He describes every feature of his face in great detail, compariang

China dol |l and comparing his eyes to bamboo | ¢
chin, his cleft lip, the colour of his eyesll of these features contribute to the overall purpose of

this text: to entertain the reader, making himef nostalgic by leading him/her to feel the same

good connotations that the writer has about his past and his childhood friend.

As you have learnt from Exercise 4.3. the words used to create a descriptive text are extremely
important and can be groeghto giverise to various themes. These groups of words are referred

to as word banks. When you write in a descriptive style, your first duty is atecaeord bank

that will allow you to conjure up the appropriate diction for your.t&kie items in youword

bank will like the topic of your text to the theme. In other words, they will convey your intended

message about the topic to the reader. They will convey a certain tone.

Exercise 4.4. Word Banks
Create a word bank for each of the following topics:

Anger Sleep Longing

To give you a general guideline, if you plan on writing a text of about 450 words, the worc
should be about a paragraph lofigyou find that using a minghap / spide diagram makes
developing your thoughts easier, then do so.
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Let usnow place descriptive writing and the importance of word banks into the context
theory for writing: text skeletons. Like witirgumentative, discursive and narrativeting in
the context of your examination, certain questions in the text skeleton will already be an
The rest will be answered by the exam question itself and your response to the question.

1. Classifying the Text:

i. What is the genre of the text? Examination essay.

ii. What is the style of the text? Descriptive

iii. What is the purpose of the text? To entertain the reader by describing something.
iv. What are the tone and register of the text?

v. Who is the intended audience of the text? Thesxaminer.

vi. What are the topic and theme of the text?

Like with the narrative style, th&tructure of a descriptive text differs. Youhesisstatement
for example, will beto introducethe event, place or state (mental or emotional) tha
examindion question asks you to descrideurthermore, it not stated exptlg like in an
argumentative/ discursive texRather, you will state what your aim is with the text (what
are describing) implicitly. In the text in Exercise 4.3. the first sentémndéke the thesi:
statement: it places the rest of the text in context: it sets the scene and tells the reader

text is describing.

The topic sentences of your descriptive text will be revealed to you from your word ban
will have writtendown words and expressions that you associate with the topic and wil
grouped them according to various themes, like you did in Exercise 4.3. You may think
new group as a new idea and therefore, as you introduce each new idea, begin agraph

starting with a topic sentence that introduces the theme that you are writing about.

2. Structure of the Text:
i. What is the aim of the text? Tointroduce the event, place or state that you are describing.
ii. What are the topic sentences? A serdnce introducing each new group in your word ban
iii. How should the main points be organised into a logical argument?

iv. Does the argument satisfy the thesis statement?
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3. Language of the Text:
i. In what tense will the text be written? Past/ Psent
ii. In what person will the text be written? 39 Person APerson

iii. What types of sentence structure will contribute best to the tone and register of the
text?

iv. What diction and figures of speech will be most effective in the text? Make s of yoL
word bank.

Assignment 4

To complete assignment 4, you may choose to vaiiieer a narrative texior a descriptive textWrite
between 350 and 450 words.

Optionl: Narrative Style
Write a story in which the central theme is flying.
Option 2: Descriptive Style

You come across a group of people eating and speaking together around a table. Describe
how they reveal their personalities, relationships and emotions.
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